Part 6 


June 10, 2025 


Your Anaheim Angels are...not terrible. We can hit. We can run. We can field. We (mostly) cannot pitch. But hey, we’re watchable. In a down year for 
the AL West, 34-33 is enough to be in the thick of contention. 


YESTERDAY Win vs NYY, 9-3 


TODAY PLAY at Colorado - RHP M. Ch 
LOS ANGELES ANGELS v romoRrRow stoma n eean 
34-33, .507 PCT, 2 GB - 2nd in the AL West Division MLB First Year Player Draft 


THU. JUN. 12 at Colorado - RHP R. Feltner - 0-3 


SCHEDULE TEAM STATS BATTING PITCHING FIELDING REPORTS NEWS BALLPARK HISTORY RETIRED NUMBERS 


Overall record 34-33, .507 PCT, 2 GB Batting Average .256 - 5th in AL Earned Run Average 13th in AL 
Position in Division 2nd place On-Base Percentage -337 - 2nd in AL Starters' ERA 12th in AL 
Position in Wildcard 6th place Slugging Percentage : - 9th in AL Bullpen ERA 14th in AL 
Pythag. record 492 PCT On-Base + Slugging .761 - 6th in AL Runs allowed - 12th in AL 
At home -571 PCT WAR 3rd in AL WAR 3.9 - 15th in AL 
On the road -437 PCT wOBA 3 - 5th in AL Hits allowed 616 - tied for 13th in AL 
Extra-inning games -1,.666 PCT Runs Scored - 4th in AL Opponents AVG .266 - 13th in AL 
One-run games -588 PCT Hits 579 - tied for 6th in AL BABIP .304 - 11th in AL 
Versus left-handed SP 450 PCT Extra-Base Hits 204 - 9th in AL Home Runs allowed 103 - 14th in AL 
Versus right-handed SP 531 PCT Home Runs 84 - 7th in AL Bases On Balls 224 - 10th in AL 
Last 10 games -1,.900 PCT Bases On Balls 252 - 3rd in AL Strikeouts 543 - 9th in AL 
In March -2, .500 PCT Strikeouts 576 - 9th in AL Defensive Efficiency -683 - 12th in AL 
In April 407 PCT Stolen Bases 71-1stin AL Zone Rating +8.5 - Sth in AL 
In May -500 PCT Base Running -4.5 - 13th in AL 

In June -1,.875 PCT 


What is Going Well? 


Well, Logan O’Hoppe and Zach Neto are MVP candidates. MVPs of the team? No, MVPs of the American League. Yes. Really. They’re tied for 
fourth in the AL in WAR (each at 2.6) and are the leading reasons for our present turnaround. Fellow “young core” member Nolan Schanuel has likewise 
taken a considerable step forward and is reaping the benefits of his offseason bat speed training, raising his ISO from .133 to .207 and SLG from .387 to 
496 while maintaining his customary elite K/BB ratios. 


Some guy named Mike Trout has appeared in 63 of our 67 games. He’s not 2015-2019 Mike Trout, but we'll certainly take his current level of 
production (126 wRC+, 1.8 WAR). He’s mostly shifted to right field (372 innings) with just 60 innings logged in center field and 13 starts at DH. Defensively, 
he’s graded out slightly below-average in CF but exceptionally strong in RF. His days as a primary center fielder are finished — and that’s OK. 


| said during the offseason that we simply had to land the “right guy” in the Taylor Ward trade. Two months in, Dylan Beavers is meeting (and 
perhaps even exceeding) expectations. After a difficult April in his first-ever taste of MLB pitching (74 wRC+), he crushed the ball in May (145 wRC+) and is 
in pursuit of an AL ROY award (along with two Tigers, Dillon Dingler and Jace Jung). Despite only being two months into his big league career, he’s likely 
already very nearly maxed-out developmentally, but if he can give us a couple of .260/.340/.450 seasons (i.e. 120 wRC+) with 15-20 steals and 
league-average corner outfield defense at a minimal salary...we’ll take it. 
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Logan O'Hoppe 
Zach Neto 
Mike Trout 
Nolan Schanuel 
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Dylan Beavers 
Pablo Aliendo 
Grant McCray 

Luis Rengifo 

Miles Mastrobuoni 
Werner Blakely 
Jordyn Adams 
Mickey Moniak 


Anthony Rendon 
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Miguel Rojas 


On a more macro level, our best team asset is our basestealing. We lead the AL in steals with 71 (on reasonable, 81.6% efficiency) and have seven 
different players with at least six steals. This is a young team with fresh legs, and Ron Washington is having the time of his life every night sending these 
dudes flying around the bases. Neto and offseason minor league signee and Cub cast-off Miles Mastrobuoni (whom | adore...and so does RonWash) lead 
the way with 12 apiece. This emphasis on running will continue to be an organizational strength for the foreseeable future, as we have some downright 
burners working their way through the system with plans to add more tomorrow night in the 2025 Draft (more on that momentarily). 


Anthony Rendon? Never heard of him. 


Some big news within the last day: Anthony Rendon is no longer an Anaheim Angel. Well, not formally, at least. He'll still be receiving direct deposits 
from Arte’s bank for the next 20 months. Even if healthy, we weren’t expecting much from Rendon in the penultimate year of his godforsaken contract. He 
“won” the third base job by default because we didn’t really have anyone else at the moment. We assumed hiis power was mostly gone and that he would 
bring no baserunning value...but we couldn’t have possibly anticipated he would be this bad. Over 180 plate appearances, he hit zero (0) home runs. He had 
a .032 ISO. Point zero three two! Little Miles Mastrobuoni has a .147 ISO. At the time of his release, Rendon was hitting .197/294/.229. Just unfathomable 
stuff. Even with the most advantageous playing time arrangement (facing some LHP and very few RHP), he still couldn’t find it. Between Luis Rengifo, 
Miguel Rojas, Mastrobuoni, and newly-promoted prospect Werner Blakely, he was almost entirely squeezed out of the playing time picture. By last week, 
even Arte had seen enough and signed off on the DFA. Now he gets to collect ~60M over two seasons. Good riddance. 


The “Other” her 


Rule 5 picks are often underdeveloped, “grin-and-bear it” types whom rebuilding teams will begrudgingly withstand on the roster for a year in order to 
gain control of the player’s three minor league options in the ensuing years. That ain’t an issue for Pablo Aliendo. The number two overall pick in Rule 5 in 
December, Aliendo has been rock-solid in his first big league action. His .400 BABIP is, of course, absurd, and there’s plenty of regression coming, but we 
don’t need him to hit. He just needs to be a fortress defensively and spell O’Hoppe 1-2 times per week. He’s tracking towards a 2.5 WAR season, which 
would likely yield him a top 10 finish in AL ROY voting. Not bad for a Rule 5 pick with sparse playing time. 


What is Going Poorly? 


This is hardly a surprise, but the pitching is atrocious. | surmised prior to the season that we would be in a running battle with the White Sox for the 
basement in most pitching categories. Following a few tumultuous April starts, Zach Eflin has settled in as the de facto “ace.” More importantly, as was 
widely-assumed at the time of the trade with Tampa, dead-set on signing a long-term extension, which means he’s going to decline our qualifying offer, and 
we're going to get our comp pick. If he continues to pitch well, the pick should be a valuable one. We could make him available as a rental if we fall out of the 
race later this summer, but any offer is unlikely to trump the comp pick value. Reid Detmers looks like the same guy as he was in 2024 when he was briefly 
sent to AAA for a “reset.” His K-BB ratios are nearly identical, but the reason his ERA is a run-and-a-half lower (4.23 in 2025; 5.74 in 2024) is that his 
strand/LOB rate has spiked from a bad-luck 64.8% to 77.9%. Still 25 years old, he’s just now entering his theoretical prime and will hopefully settle into a 
consistent 4.00 ERA-type of pitcher for the next few years. 


Finally healthy after missing all of 2024 and the first month of 2025, Robert Stephenson immediately stepped into the closer’s role upon his return in 
early May and has saved 10-of-12 games with sparking K-BB ratios. He’s under control through 2026 (at a hefty $11M per season) and could attract some 
suitors this summer, but we won't move him if we’re still contending. Plus, the contract (with roughly $17M remaining right now) would likely be a significant 
impediment. Stephenson’s grip on the closer’s job has allowed Ben Joyce to settle into a more comfortable 7th/8th inning role. After being snakebitten by 
the gopher ball last year (1.4 HR/9), he’s brought it down to 0.7 HR/9 this season and his ERA and FIP (3.71/3.91) don’t point to any notable forthcoming 
regression after a near 5.00 ERA in 2024. As hoped, Dane Dunning was a cost-efficient offseason add on a contingent minor deal ($1.3M) and has pitched 
in-line with his general career marks. He’s controllable for one more arb season in 2026 and might be worth keeping at reasonable cost as the higher-ceiling 
arms work their way through the upper levels of the system. 


Otherwise, the staff has been rather wretched. Jose Soriano was so miserable that we sent him to AA Rocket City for a full-blown reset. In most 
systems, he would’ve simply gone to the AAA affiliate, but the unique challenges of Salt Lake aren't exactly ideal for rebuillding confidence in your struggling 
pitcher. As he should, he’s dominated his five “rebuild” starts and is close to returning to the big league rotation. 


Jose Hernandez (our other Rule 5 pick) has decent-enough K-BB ratios (13.1%), but he’s just as egregiously homer-prone as Griffin Canning (both 
have 45 grades at HR prevention). Naturally, both are serving up taters like lunch ladies on middle school tot day. 
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SP Dane Dunning 


RP Robert Stephenson 
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SP Tyler Anderson 
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RP Ben Joyce 

RP Chase Silseth 

RP Hans Crouse 

RP Luis Guerrero 

RP Jose Hernandez 
RP Roansy Contreras 
SP Griffin Canning 
SP Kenny Rosenberg 
RP Angel Felipe 
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SP José Soriano 


The 2025 Draft 
As | wrote at the time, last year’s Draft was a blur. | had just joined the team a week prior and was working with then-scouting director Tim 
McElvaine’s reports. Much to my dismay, McElvaine was a proponent of “ability over tools,” and his reports reflected this general framework. This year, | 
have “my guy,” Deron Johnson, running the show for the scouting group. Johnson is a tools devotee who loaded up the Twins system in the early-mid 2010s 
and gives us the necessary perspective to the types of high-ceiling prospects the system presently lacks. 


To wit, Johnson was instrumental in us signing 17-year-old Venezuelan David Espinoza during the January international period. Johnson banged the 
table hard to get us to commit $3.8 million of our available $4.8M to get Espinoza into the system. While he’s currently ranked eighth in the system (#243 
overall), his 90th percentile outcome upside blows everyone else out of the water. Like any teenage prospect, he comes with cognizeable bust risk, but these 
are the types of shots we need to take if we want to build a sustained winning team from within our own minor league system. 


With the fourth overall pick (#2 pick prior to the fickle bounce of the Lottery balls), we are unlikely to land Ethan Holiday — the top available position 
prospect — but we have $15 million in bonus pool money available and thus the flexibility to take a few big risks in the middle rounds on tough high school 
signees (as we did last year, when we signed Chris Levonas for $950,000 in the fourth round). With how the Draft is likely to fall, we may end up taking an 
under-slot college guy with pick #4 and use the next few picks on pricier high school signees. Unlike 2024, when Hagen Smith and Chase Burns were clear 
top 10 talents, there isn’t any such college arm available in this crop. Clemson center fielder Cam Cannarella is our top target with the #4 pick. 


Miscellaneous Stuff 


e Who is Werner Blakely? Drafted from a Detroit-area high school by the Angels in fourth round of the shortened 2020 Draft, he’s a fringy-top 50 guy 
in our system who opened his age-23 season at AA Rocket City and hit his way into a part-time gig (for now) on the big league roster. Despite his 
athletic frame (6’3, 185) he’s not expected to develop sufficient power for a full-time gig at 3B or one of the corner outfield spots, but he’s solid 
defensively at all three positions and is getting an opportunity to play a part-time role, mixing in with Luis Rengifo, Miles Mastrobuoni, and Mickey 
Moniak. With Rendon gone, recently-recalled Charles LeBlanc will draw most of the starts at third base against LHP. As we continue to upgrade our 
position player pool, Blakely will likely settle into a “Quad A” role moving up-and-down between Salt Lake and Anaheim over the next few seasons. 


YESTERDAY 


WERNER BLAKELY | #12 a 
3B | Los Angeles Angels | Bats: Left | Age 23 | 6'3"- 185 Ibs | Salary: $740,000 SUN. JUN. 15 


MON. JUN. 16 


Ratings relative to: MLB v 
SUMMARY ) CONTRACT STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT SCOUTING INJURYHISTORY BNNPAGE BASEBALL CARDS 


PERSONAL DETAILS BASIC BATTING RATINGS SUMMARY POSITION RATINGS 
Age 23 years, 112 days Contact Current / Potential Overall Third Base 

Date of Birth February 21st , 2002 Potential Left Field 

City of Birth Detroit, MI Scouting Accuracy Right Field 

Nationality American IE OTHER BATTING RATINGS DEFENSIVE RATINGS 
Position Third Base Avoid K's 

Bats / Throws Left / Right 30/35 i 


Gap Power 


Batted Ball Profile Line Drive Hitter Infield Range 


Groundball Tendency Pull Hitter Infield Error 
Team Los Angeles Angels (MLB) 
Salary $740,000 SSS 
S| 
Signed through 2025 (minimum) Power peed 
School Southfield 30/40 M Stealing Aggressiveness PERSONALITY 
Eye Stealing Ability 


Flyball Tendency Pull Hitter Infield Arm 
Turn DP 


Nat. Popularity Unknown Good teammate who enjoys hanging with friends. 
Morale Good © 


Expectation Bench player 


60/60 Baserunning 
Sacrifice Bunt 


Major Service 0 Years, 15 Days Bunt for Hit 


e The Adam Duvall experiment was short-lived. After scuffling to an 83 WRC+ in 394 PAs with Atlanta last year, he was even worse in 112 PAs with us, 
posting a 63 wRC+ (.194/295/.296). Compounding matters, his previously-strong defense in the corner outfield fell off of a cliff (60 to 50 in LF and 55 
to 45 in RF). No harm, no foul. It was a minor league deal. But suffice to say my preseason comment that he “could be cooked” turned out to be more 
prescient than | expected. We DFA‘d him two weeks ago and he remains unsigned. 


e Caden Dana isn’t far away from his big league debut and should expect a call later in the summer or on September 1. He will not pitch in Salt Lake. 
His 3.86 ERA with a 28.9% K rate (13.9% BB) is nearly-identical to last year’s output, but he’s made noticeable strides in controlling batted balls. OSA 
presently ranks him 49th overall and is still tracking towards his long-projected mid-rotation ceiling. 


POS Name Age Draft Team* Draft Round Draft Pick School Height Weight Demand Overall Potential Team 


RF Braden Montgomery 22 Los Angeles 8 Texas A&M University Cail 205 Ibs $6,750,000 Rocket City 
45 University of Tennessee 6' 4" 210 Ibs $4,400,000 Rocket City 
75 Hardee High School 6' 0" 155 Ibs $550,000 A Inland Empire 
83 UL Lafayette 5'9" 170 Ibs $120,000 Tri-City 
113 Christian Brothers Academy 6' 2" 170 Ibs $950,000 Inland Empire 
146 Summerville ET 200 Ibs $180,000 R Los Angeles A (ACL 
175 University of Pittsburgh 5'9" 165 Ibs $430,000 Tri-City 
205 North Carolina State University Er 190 Ibs $95,000 Tri-City 
235 Freedom 6' 2" 195 Ibs $310,000 Los Angeles A (ACL 
265 University of Texas 6'5" 215 Ibs $340,000 Tri-City 
295 University of Georgia 6' 3" 220 Ibs $75,000 Rocket City 
325 Clemson University 6'5" 185 Ibs $210,000 Rocket City 
355 Duke University 6' 0" 190 Ibs $85,000 Tri-City 
415 Tulane University 6' 3" 210 Ibs $75,000 Tri-City 
475 University of South Alabama Guz. 190 Ibs $140,000 Tri-City 
535 University of Tennessee 63: 185 Ibs $120,000 Rocket City 
565 Florida State University 6' 6" 200 Ibs $110,000 Tri-City 


Drew Beam 22 Los Angeles 
19 Los Angeles 
Kyle DeBarge 21 Los Angeles 
Chris Levonas 19 Los Angeles 
19 Los Angeles 
Jayden Melendez 22 Los Angeles 
22 Los Angeles 
19 Los Angeles 


LeBarron Johnson Jr. 22 Los Angeles 
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Corey Collins 23 Los Angeles 
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Austin Gordon 21 Los Angeles 

23 Los Angeles 
Jackson Linn 22 Los Angeles 
Will Turner 22 Los Angeles 
Aaron Combs 23 Los Angeles 
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21 Los Angeles 


e We recently promoted 8th overall pick Braden Montgomery to AA Rocket City. His 50-game run at High A Tri-City was quite a roller coaster, as he 
posted a fantastic 141 wRC+ (.223/.345/.590) and was leading all of High A in home runs (20) and ISO (.367) upon his promotion, but was also 
striking out at an eye-popping 35.4% clip. His .244 BABIP pointed to some tough luck on batted balls, but he’s an extreme pull hitter who likely won’t 
hit above .230 in the big leagues, either. Fortunately, his defense has markedly improved since the Spring, moving from a 50 to a 60 in right field. 
Despite the contact woes, he’s still tracking towards a debut in Anaheim in the later stages of 2026 but will need to put in serious work during the 
offseason in the dev lab. OSA currently ranks him 85th overall. 


e Drew Beam’s ceiling was always questionable, but he’s tracking below Draft expectations despite reaching Double A faster than any pitcher in his 
Draft class. The scouts think he’ll max out as a 45-type pitcher with frequent homer issues (45 grade) and not enough stuff to offset it. His ratios 
remain rock-solid (25.8% to 8.9% K-BB) but he’s been bitten by homers (1.8/9) and has difficulty keeping the ball down. | don’t want to call this pick a 
“bust,” per se, but I’m concerned... 


e Kellon Lindsey was promoted yesterday for his first A ball assignment at Inland Empire. He struck out a ton in short-season ball (32.7%) but also 
showed great plate discipline (13.7%). He’s almost exclusively played center field but will get quite a bit more run at shortstop in Low A. I’m still not 
sure of his long-term position, but being above-average at CF and at SS is quite rare. He’s every bit of the developmental project we knew he would 
be. 


e Kyle DeBarge is scuffling at High A. We knew he didn’t have much power projection, but his quality of contact is in the toilet (45 wRC+) and his K-BB 
is quite poor (26.4% K; 4.9% BB). He’s a candidate for bat speed training this offseason. Still, we mostly drafted him for his defensive versatility and 
his running skills, and both of those look fine. | thought he’d move faster given his college track record, but for now, he’s stuck in the mud and might 
be there for awhile. 


e Chris Levonas is going through the expected growing pains of a 19-year-old pitcher throwing to older players in full-season A ball. His primary issue 
is home runs (2.6/9), but the scouts think he’ll eventually grow into a league-average home run suppressor (current 30; projected 50). His control 
likewise needs ample work (14.6% BB rate) though he’s near the top of the league leaderboards among starters with a 26.6%. There’s no doubting 
his stuff, which the scouts think could eventually max out in the 60’s or a 70. 


Not much else of note. I’m still holding out hope that one of Lebarron Johnson or Dom Fritton will develop into a bottom-of-the-rotation starter. Surprisingly 
(to me, at least), Johnson has had the better season, albeit one level lower at Inland Empire (promoted last week to join Fritton at High A). 19th round pick 
Yoel Tejada also just received the bump to High A after ripping through hitters in 10 starts at Inland Empire. Despite being a college arm, he was very young 
for the class and still won’t turn 22 until next week. He’s probably a reliever long-term. 


Next Up: The 2025 Draft Class 


